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THE NATIONAL POSTGRADUATE SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMME -  

APPLICATION TIMELINE & GUIDELINES: ACADEMIC YEAR 2020/21 

The National Postgraduate Scholarship Programme was established to enable Omani scholarship 

recipients to pursue specific programmes that are in the national interest at well-reputed universities 

abroad. To be eligible for consideration for a National Postgraduate scholarship, applicants must 

have received an unconditional offer of place that will enable the candidate to gain direct entry onto 

an eligible Master’s (MA) or Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) programme at one of the approved 

universities for entry in the academic year 2020/21. The approved universities are selected by the 

Oman Ministry of Higher Education (MoHE) from the Shanghai Academic Ranking of World 

Universities (ARWU) 2019. The lists of eligible programmes and approved universities are available 

on the Higher Education Admission Center (heac.gov.om) and Ministry of Higher Education websites 

(mohe.gov.om).  To competitively apply to the National Postgraduate Scholarship Programme, 

Omani nationals must complete and submit an online application using the Higher Education 

Admissions Center (HEAC) electronic system. The National Postgraduate Scholarship Programme 

requires that candidates apply by the relevant deadline. Late and/or incomplete applications will not 

be assessed. The scholarship application timeline for the academic year 2020/21 is as follows: 

THE NATIONAL POSTGRADUATE SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMME APPLICATION TIMELINE: ACADEMIC YEAR 2020/21 

STAGE START DATE DEADLINE REMARKS 

Registration Period (all programmes, 
except for Medical Specialties and 

Fellowships) 
01/11/19 30/03/20 

Applications (with all supporting documents) will close on the 
March 30, 2020 at 2pm in the afternoon (14.00hrs Oman 

time). Late applications will NOT be accepted. 

Registration Period for Scholarships in 
Medical Specialties and Fellowships 

ONLY  
01/11/19 06/02/20 

Applications (with all supporting documents) will close on the 
February 6, 2020 at 2pm in the afternoon (14.00hrs Oman 

time). Late applications will NOT be accepted. 

Notification of Scholarship Results: 15/03/20 for scholarships in  

Medical Specialties and Fellowships ONLY  

Successful applicants are notified 
Notification of Scholarship Results: 30/04/20 for scholarships in 

programmes OTHER than Medicinal Specialties or Fellowships  

Scholarship Appeal 01/05/20 09/05/20 
Unsuccessful applicants can submit an online appeal before 

the 09 May, 2020 at 2pm (14.00hrs Oman time) 

Scholarship Appeal Decisions 21/05/20 

Appeal decisions will be announced on the 21st of May, 2020 

– these decisions are made by a committee and shall be 

regarded as final and irrevocable 

http://www.heac.gov.om/
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All scholarship applications are screened by a Ministry of Higher Education Scholarship Selection 

Committee, except for the Medical Scholarship & Fellowship applications, which are screened by the 

Oman Medical Board. There are specific procedures for applying for a National Postgraduate 

Scholarship. Prospective applicants should make sure they are very clear on the current scholarship 

eligibility requirements and the required supporting documents they will need to submit along with 

their application.  

Before making an online scholarship application, candidates should therefore read carefully and 

thoroughly the information on the following pages. This document sets out important details on the 

scholarship criteria and procedures in view of the academic year 2020/21. The full announcement is 

available in English and Arabic on the following websites: heac.gov.om and mohe.gov.om.   

Applicants are encouraged to visit the Ministry of Higher Education (mohe.gov.om) and Higher 

Education Admission Center (heac.gov.om) websites for more information. Applicants should make 

complete applications by the relevant deadline for the application to be considered valid.  

Incomplete and/or late applications will not be processed and are excluded from the selection 

process. 

For more information about the scholarship application procedures, please contact the Ministry of 

Higher Education’s call center (+968 243 40 900) on weekdays (Sun-Thursday) between 8am-

2pm. 

Following page(s): GUIDELINES FOR APPLYING FOR A SCHOLARSHIP - this document sets out 

important details on the scholarship criteria and procedures in view of the academic year 

2020/21. 

 

  

http://www.heac.gov.om/
http://mohe.gov.om/
http://www.heac.gov.om/
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NATIONAL POSTGRADUATE SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMME - ACADEMIC YEAR 2020/21 

Guidelines for applying for a scholarship 

Further to the announcement about the National Postgraduate Scholarship Programme in the 

local newspapers, this document sets out important details on the scholarship criteria and 

procedures in view of the academic year 2020/21.  

Before applying for a scholarship, applicants must ensure that they fulfil all the eligibility criteria 

and can comply with the policies and guidelines set out in this document.  

 

Contents: 

Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) Scholarship Eligibility Requirements 

Master’s (MA) Scholarship Eligibility Requirements 

Medical Specialties and Allied Health Sciences: Eligibility Requirements  

Scholarship Selection Procedures & Tie Breakers  

Required Supporting Documents – Checklist  

Other Essential Scholarship Guidelines & Regulations  
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DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY (PhD) SCHOLARSHIP ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS: 

A PhD SCHOLARSHIP APPLICANT: 

1. must be an Omani national;   

2. must be 45 years of age or younger at the time of his/her application;  

3. who has completed a Bachelor’s/Master’s degree program at (a) previously attended 

and accredited overseas higher education institution(s), has to submit a Certificate of 

Equivalency from the Department for Equivalency & Recognition, Ministry of Higher 

Education with their online scholarship application. Applicants must take into account 

the estimated time required to obtain the Certificate of Equivalency as they have to 

apply for it online to the Ministry of Higher Education’s website;  

4. who holds a Bachelor’s/Master’s degree awarded by (a) private higher education 

institution in the Sultanate, must submit copies of the degree certificate(s) and 

transcripts certified and stamped by the Directorate-General of Private Universities and 

Colleges, Oman Ministry of Higher Education;   

5. who aims to apply for a scholarship referred to as an “academic programme” in the list 

of eligible programmes, must already be employed as a higher education lecturer at one 

of the Government or private higher education institutions in the Sultanate;  

6. who aims to apply for a scholarship in an eligible educational degree programme, must 

already work as an ‘educationalist’ for the Oman Ministry of Education or for a  

(post-basic) educational institution that falls under the jurisdiction of the Oman Ministry 

of Education;  

7. who aims to competitively apply for one of the programmes which fall under Law 

Enforcement/Policing, must already work as a Law Enforcement employee for a 

Government organisation; 

8. must not be in receipt of a scholarship from the National Postgraduate Scholarship 

Programme or any other source at the time of their application as in this case they will be 

disqualified as an applicant for the National Postgraduate Scholarship Programme;  

9. Applicants must bear in mind that any scholarship funding granted will NOT apply to any 

part of the degree programme undertaken prior to the start of the scholarship. The 

Ministry will not refund tuition fees or any other expenses paid for that part of the 

studies undertaken prior to the start of the scholarship.   
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DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY (PhD) SCHOLARSHIP ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 

Continued from previous page 

A PhD SCHOLARSHIP APPLICANT 

10. who is eligible (according to the Higher Education Institution) to enter directly from a 

Bachelor’s degree to a PhD programme because of superior academic performance and 

who graduated with his/her Bachelor’s degree in the academic year 2018/19, must 

present an unconditional offer of place at one of the approved universities and it must 

concern a full-time PhD programme that has been approved for the National 

Postgraduate Scholarship Programme. This type of candidate must be 25 years of age or 

younger and cannot be in any form of (contractual) employment at the time of their 

application;  

11. who already holds any type of Doctorate degree at the time of their application will be 

disqualified as a PhD scholarship applicant as duplication of a degree is not permitted;  

12. must hold an unconditional offer of place on an eligible doctoral programme at one of 

the approved universities for the academic year 2020/21;  

13. should submit (upload) a scanned copy of the formal unconditional offer of admission 

letter. It should concern a true copy of a formal letter that was stamped, signed and 

written on official University letterhead and sent to the applicant by the University; 

14. should submit an offer of admission letter that states the type of degree course, the 

area of study and research topic, and the start and end date of the programme (total 

duration of the course) –incomplete offer of admission letters shall not be considered;  

15. must hold an unconditional offer of place on an eligible (approved) and full-time PhD 

programme in one of the approved subject areas and at one of the approved 

universities that are all selected from the Shanghai ARWU league table 2019. The list of 

eligible (approved) programmes is included in this document;   

16. should bear in mind that a PhD scholarship recipient has to pursue his/her studies at the 

higher education institution and cannot pursue an online/distance learning PhD 

programme;  

17. should bear in mind that English should be the medium of instruction for the degree 

programme. Applicants who want to pursue their studies in a language other than 

English should meet the university entry requirements at the time of their application as 

the scholarship will not fund any pre-sessional language course;  
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DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY (PhD) SCHOLARSHIP ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 

Continued from previous page 

A PhD SCHOLARSHIP APPLICANT 

18. can submit only one letter of acceptance at any one time with their online scholarship 

application. Applicants who submit more than one acceptance letter shall be excluded 

from the selection process;  

19. who submits a conditional offer of admission will be excluded from the selection 

process; 

20. should make sure that the University they select in the online application form matches 

the name of the University in the letter of acceptance;  

21. must select the correct programme code as listed on the higher education admissions 

center’s (HEAC) website – in case the code does not match the name of the degree 

course, the applicant shall be excluded from the selection process;  

22. can only submit an offer letter that confirms he/she will pursue a Doctoral of Philosophy 

(PhD) degree in one of the approved subject areas. The PhD is the only type of 

doctorate that can be pursued by scholarship recipients – other types of doctorates, 

such as the EdD, EngD or DBA, have not been approved for this scholarship programme.  
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MASTER’S SCHOLARSHIP ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 

A MASTER’S SCHOLARSHIP APPLICANT: 

1. must be an Omani national;   

2. must be 45 years of age or younger at the time of their application;  

3. who has completed a Bachelor’s degree program at a previously attended and 

accredited overseas higher education institution, have to submit a Certificate of 

Equivalency from the Department for Equivalency & Recognition, Ministry of Higher 

Education with their online scholarship application. Applicants must take into account 

the estimated time required to obtain the Certificate of Equivalency as they have to 

apply for it online via the Ministry of Higher Education’s website;  

4. who holds a Bachelor’s degree awarded by a private higher education institution in the 

Sultanate, must submit copies of the degree certificate(s) and transcripts certified and 

stamped by the Directorate-General of Private Universities and Colleges, Oman Ministry 

of Higher Education;   

5. who aims to apply for a scholarship in an eligible educational degree programme, must 

already work as a ‘educationalist’ for the Oman Ministry of Education or for a (post-

basic) educational institution that falls under the jurisdiction of the Oman Ministry of 

Education;  

6. who aims to competitively apply for one of the eligible programmes which fall under Law 

Enforcement/Policing, must already work as a Law Enforcement employee for a 

Government organisation; 

7. must not be in receipt of a scholarship from the National Postgraduate Scholarship 

Programme or any other source at the time of their application as in this case they will be 

disqualified as an applicant for the national postgraduate scholarship programme; 

8. Applicants must bear in mind that any scholarship funding granted will NOT apply to any 

part of the degree programme undertaken prior to the start of the scholarship. The 

Ministry will not refund tuition fees or any other expenses paid for that part of the 

studies undertaken prior to the start of the scholarship.   
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MASTER’S SCHOLARSHIP ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 

Continued from previous page 

A MASTER’S SCHOLARSHIP APPLICANT: 

9. who already holds a Master’s degree at the time of their application will be 

disqualified as a scholarship applicant as duplication of a degree is not permitted;  

10. must hold an unconditional offer of place on an eligible Master’s degree programme at 

one of the approved universities for the academic year 2020/21;  

11. should submit (upload) a copy of the formal unconditional offer of admission letter 

written. It should concern a true copy of a formal letter that was stamped, signed and 

written on official University letterhead;  

12. should submit an offer of admission letter that states the type of degree, the name of 

the programme, start and end date of the programme (total duration) – an incomplete 

offer of admission shall not be considered;  

13. must hold an unconditional offer of place on an eligible Master’s degree programme at 

one of the approved universities which are all ranked in the Shanghai ARWU league 

table 2019. The list of eligible programmes is included in this document;   

14. should bear in mind that English should be the medium of instruction for the degree 

programme. Applicants who want to pursue their studies in a language other than 

English should meet the university entry requirements at the time of their application as 

the scholarship will not fund any pre-sessional language course;  

15. can submit only one letter of acceptance at any one time with their online scholarship 

application. Applicants who submit more than one acceptance letter shall be excluded 

from the selection process;  

16. should bear in mind that all scholarship recipients must pursue a full-time and taught 

programme offered on-campus;  

17. who submits a conditional offer of admission will be excluded from the selection 

process;  

18. should make sure that the University they select in the online application form matches 

the name of the University in the letter of acceptance.  
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MASTER’S SCHOLARSHIP ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 

Continued from previous page 

A MASTER’S SCHOLARSHIP APPLICANT: 

19. must select the correct programme code as listed on the higher education admissions 

center’s (HEAC) website – in case the code does not match the name of the degree 

course, the applicant shall be excluded from the selection process;  

20. All applicants who earned a higher national diploma (HND) or an equivalent qualification 

prior to their Bachelor’s degree must submit a true copy of the HND or equivalent 

diploma/certificate plus a complete transcript in addition to their Bachelor’s degree and 

transcript as part of their application. 
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MEDICAL SPECIALITIES AND ALLIED HEALTH SCIENCES: SCHOLARSHIP 

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 

A MEDICAL OR HEALTH SCIENCE SCHOLARSHIP APPLICANT: 

1. must be an Omani national;   

2. must be 45 years of age or younger at the time of their application;  

3. who have completed Bachelor’s/Master’s degree programme at (an) previously 

attended and accredited overseas Higher Education Institution(s), have to submit a 

Certificate of Equivalency from the Department for Equivalency & Recognition, Ministry 

of Higher Education (MoHE) with their online scholarship application. Applicants must 

take into account the estimated time required to obtain the Certificate of Equivalency as 

they have to apply for it online via the MoHE website;  

4. who holds a Bachelor’s and/or Master’s degree awarded by (a) private Higher Education 

Institution in the Sultanate, must submit copies of the degree certificate(s) and 

transcripts certified and supplemented/attested by the Directorate-General of Private 

Universities and Colleges, MoHE;   

5. must already work as a professional in the healthcare field at one of the Government 

health institutions in the Sultanate. Those who want to apply for a scholarship in one of 

the Allied Health Sciences, must already work at one of the ‘referral’ hospitals or health 

institutions in the Sultanate; 

6. who is the recipient of a postgraduate scholarship or any other type of grant at the time 

of their application will be disqualified as a candidate;  

7. should submit a scanned copy of a formal letter (signed and stamped and on official 

University letterhead) confirming an unconditional offer of place for the academic year 

2020/21 and in one of the eligible programmes as advertised on the HEAC website. 

English should preferably be the medium of instruction for the programme because the 

scholarship will not cover any pre-sessional language course;  

8. must upload a No-Objection Letter with their application signed by the most senior 

person (=the person of the highest rank) in the organisation where they are employed at 

the time of their application; 
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SCHOLARSHIP SELECTION PROCESS AND TIE-BREAKERS 

A scholarship selection committee will thoroughly review each scholarship application to ensure 

the scholarship eligibility criteria have been met, while for each programme the Ministry of 

Higher Education may receive more applications than there are places – therefore, not every 

qualified applicant may receive a scholarship.  

If the number of applicants for a particular scholarship programme should exceed the limited 

number of seats allocated to this programme, the Scholarship Selection Committee will evaluate 

applications on all four following Scholarship criteria* in order to identify the most outstanding 

candidates. In this case, a weight is assigned to each of the following components:  

1. The overall position (=ranking) of the University (that made the unconditional offer) in 

the Shanghai Academic Ranking of World Universities (ARWU) 2019 League Table: 50%    

2. The overall ranking of the previously attended higher education institution (where the 

last Higher Education-level degree was achieved): 15%. If the Higher Education 

Institution is NOT ranked in the Shanghai ARWU 2019 league table, no weight (0%) will 

be assigned to this component.  

3. The cumulative grade point average for the last Higher Education-level degree: 20% a 

scholarship applicant must submit official transcripts for ALL higher 

undergraduate/postsecondary studies from all higher education institutions he/she 

attended. If the applicant fails to declare his/her complete academic history, no weight 

(0%) will be assigned to this component.  

4. Previous work experience:  15%. The applicant must submit official proof of work 

experience. This letter should be issued by the Government organisation in case the 

applicant works in the public sector. If the applicant works in the private sector, he/she 

should submit an experience certificate issued by the Oman Public Authority of 

Manpower Register. If the applicant fails to submit official proof of work experience, no 

weight (0%) will be assigned to this component.  

*The Ministry of Higher Education continuously strives to further improve the scholarship application 

procedures and reserves the right to periodically review the eligibility criteria of its scholarship 

programmes and to adjust these requirements should this be deemed necessary to facilitate flexibility 

and promote equality of opportunity for all applicants. 
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SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS  

REQUIRED TO SUBMIT ALONG WITH THE SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION 

DOCUMENTS REQUIRED IN VIEW OF A  

MASTER’S SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION  

DOCUMENTS REQUIRED IN VIEW OF A 

 PhD SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION 

- An unconditional letter of acceptance from one of 

the approved Universities (a complete list of 

selected Universities is available on this website) 

which are all ranked in the Shanghai Academic 

Ranking of World Universities 2019. The letter of 

acceptance must confirm a guaranteed seat onto 

one of the qualifying programmes as publicized 

by the Oman Ministry of Higher Education (a 

complete list of names of approved programs is 

available on this website);  

- A copy of a valid Omani passport;  

- Copy of the General Education Diploma-

certificate or equivalent school certificate;  

- Copies of the Bachelor’s degree certificate and 

transcripts (academic records) from the 

previously attended higher education institution;  

- in case the previously attended Higher Education 

Institution concerns an accredited Higher 

Education Institution abroad, the applicant must 

upload a Certificate of Equivalency issued by the 

Equivalency & Recognition Department, Ministry 

of Higher Education;  

- If applicable, the applicant must submit a true 

copy of the Higher National Diploma or 

equivalent qualification and transcript(s);   

- In case the academic records were awarded by a 

private HEI in the Sultanate, the uploaded copies 

must concern copies that have been 

- An unconditional letter of acceptance from one 

of the approved Universities (a complete list of 

selected Universities is available on this website) 

which are all ranked in the Shanghai Academic 

Ranking of World Universities 2019. The letter of 

acceptance must confirm a guaranteed seat 

onto one of the qualifying programs as 

publicized by the Oman Ministry of Higher 

Education (a complete list of names of approved 

programs is available on this website).  

- A copy of a valid Omani passport 

- Copies of the Bachelor’s and Master’s degree 

certificates and transcripts (academic records) 

from previously attended Higher Education 

Institution(s);  

- in case the previously attended Higher Education 

Institution concerns an accredited Higher 

Education Institution abroad, the applicant must 

upload a Certificate of Equivalency issued by the 

Equivalency & Recognition Department, Ministry 

of Higher Education;  

- In case the academic records were awarded by a 

private HEI in the Sultanate, the uploaded copies 

must concern copies that have been 

authenticated/certified and supplemented by 

the Directorate-General of Private Universities 

and Colleges, Oman Ministry of Higher 

Education. 
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authenticated/certified and supplemented by the 

Directorate-General of Private Universities and 

Colleges, Oman Ministry of Higher Education. 

- Applicants who are employed by a (Semi-) 

Governmental organization at the time of their 

scholarship application must submit a  

No-Objection Letter from their organisation 

signed by the most senior person in the 

organisation, which is the person of highest rank. 

They must also submit a recent letter from the 

Human Resource Department stating the number 

of years they have been working for the 

organisation  

- Applicants who work in the private sector must 

submit a recent certificate from the Public 

Authority of Manpower Register confirming that 

the applicant works in the private sector at the 

time of their application and the number of years 

he/or she has been working there  

- Applicants with no current and/or previous work 

experience, must submit a recent letter from the 

Public Authority of Manpower Register 

confirming that the applicant is not employed at 

the time of their application  

- All applicants must submit a curriculum vitae  

 

- Applicants who are employed by a (Semi-) 

Governmental organization at the time of their 

scholarship application must submit a  

No-Objection Letter from their organisation 

signed by the most senior person in the 

organisation (this is the person of the highest 

rank). They must also submit a letter from the 

Human Resource Department stating the 

number of years they have been working for the 

organisation  

- Applicants who work in the private sector must 

submit a recent certificate from the Public 

Authority of Manpower Register confirming that 

the applicant works in the private sector at the 

time of their application and the number of 

years he/or she has been working there  

- Applicants with no current and/or previous work 

experience, must submit a letter from the Public 

Authority of Manpower Register confirming that 

the applicant is not employed at the time of 

their application  

- All applicants must submit a curriculum vitae  
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OTHER ESSENTIAL SCHOLARSHIP GUIDELINES & REGULATIONS 

1. Applicants employed by a Governmental or Semi-Governmental organisation at the time 

of their scholarship application must submit a No-Objection Letter from their 

organisation. This letter must be signed by the person of the highest rank in the 

organisation (e.g. the Chief Executive Officer or Minister). The no-objection letter from 

your employer should include the exact name of the research topic (this applies to PhD 

applicants), subject area and/or graduate course as mentioned in the offer of admission 

(official acceptance letter) from the university (hence, the no-objection letter should 

match the offer of admission from the university). 

2. A PhD scholarship applicant can only submit an offer letter that confirms he/she will 

pursue a Doctoral of Philosophy (PhD) degree in one of the approved subject areas. The 

PhD is the only type of doctorate that can be pursued by scholarship recipients – other 

types of doctorates, such as the EdD, EngD or DBA, have not been approved for this 

scholarship programme.  

3. Any scholarship holder whose scholarship will be terminated by the Scholarship 

Management Committee for any of the following reasons must repay the funds for that 

part of the scholarship that has already been paid. A scholarship shall be terminated 

prematurely if the scholarship recipient:  

o fails (to continue) to meet the criteria and/or is found in contravention of the 

regulations as outlined in this document;  

o made (a) defamatory statement(s) that negatively affect(s) the reputation of 

his/her home country (and its society, culture, and/or Government);  

o not timely accepted the scholarship offer and/or failed to complete the 

administrative steps necessary to confirm his/her scholarship by the relevant 

deadline. 

o failed to make satisfactory academic progress or is not able to complete the 

degree within the normal standard duration of the programme;   

o transferred to another programme, university and/or study destination without 

the prior consent from the scholarship management committee; 

o The scholarship management committee reserves the right to terminate the 

scholarship at any time for any (other) reason(s) deemed legitimate.  
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4. While applying to the Higher Education Admissions Center (HEAC) electronic system, 

please bear in mind that all documents must be uploaded to the right folder and in PDF-

format only and each document cannot exceed 512KB in size.  

5. If documents are not uploaded to the right folder, the system may earmark your 

application as incomplete and therefore your application may be discarded. The 

Ministry of Higher Education is NOT obliged to inform applicants whether the 

application is complete and will not contact applicants for missing documents or about 

whether the documents were uploaded in the right format;  

6. Applicants cannot apply for more than one scholarship programme at any one time and 

such applications will be excluded from the selection process;  

7. Applicants should take into account the estimated time required for gathering the 

supporting documents, e.g. in view of equivalency and authentication procedures; 

8. Candidates must start and complete their degree programme on the dates indicated in 

the letter of acceptance issued by the University. The Ministry of Higher Education will 

NOT accept requests for deferral of enrollment to a later term/following academic year. 

Exemptions to this rule may only be granted if the student experiences extenuating 

circumstances (and which are supported by evidence). Extenuating circumstances are 

defined as circumstances which are sudden, unexpected/unforeseen, significantly 

disruptive and outside of the student's control and which may negatively affect their 

academic performance.  A deferral of studies is NOT an automatic right and a request 

may be refused if a deferral is deemed inappropriate and/or if insufficient supporting 

evidence is provided.  

9. The Ministry of Higher Education will NOT accept requests for extension of the duration 

of the scholarship and will not grant requests for transfers to another programme, 

Candidates must complete their degree programme within the normal standard period 

stipulated (=normal) duration of their degree programme as stated in the Letter of 

Acceptance issued by the University; 

10. The Ministry of Higher Education will NOT accept requests for transfer to another study 

destination;  

11. The Ministry of Higher Education will NOT accept requests for transfer to another higher 

education institution – unless the institution concerns an institution that is ranked 

higher and provided this transfer does not result in a delay/extension of the studies. If it 
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concerns a rank range (instead of a number between 1-100), the University must fall in a 

higher rank range than the one that issued the initial offer and provided this transfer 

does not result in a delay/extension of the studies. It should also be noted that a 

number of universities within the top 100 have been given the same position (=same 

number) and are listed in alphabetical order (e.g. if two Universities are ranked 96, this 

means that they are equally ranked, etc).  

12. The Ministry of Higher Education reserves the right to exclude applicants/candidates 

from the selection procedures or to cancel the scholarship at any time if the applicant is 

found in contravention of any of the scholarship terms and conditions as outlined in this 

announcement;  

13. Applicants should timely submit an official letter of acceptance confirming an 

unconditional offer from one of the Universities approved by the Ministry of Higher 

Education for the National Postgraduate Scholarship Programme. All the approved 

Universities are selected from and ranked in the Shanghai Academic Ranking of World 

Universities (ARWU) 2019;  

14. Applicants should submit an unconditional letter of acceptance stating the start and end 

date of the programme (total duration of the degree programme);   

15. If the normal standard duration of the postgraduate scholarship programme (and this 

applies only to Doctoral degree and Medical Specialties) is at least three years or more 

(academic) years, additional financial support will be provided for a spouse of the 

scholarship recipient and maximum three children who want to travel and/or live with 

the scholarship recipient abroad. Family members must be living with the candidate for 

the whole duration of the programme. The financial support will include the following:  

o 25% of the monthly allowance paid to the recipient (this is the total sum for all 

accompanying family members and NOT per head); 

o visa fees;  

o one annual return ticket (study destination – Sultanate) for each family member 

(consisting of spouse plus maximum three children)  

16. Applicants who have previously received a Postgraduate National Scholarship but whose 

scholarship was terminated will be disqualified as an applicant for the 2020/21 National 

Postgraduate Scholarship Programme;   

17. Applicants have to upload an unconditional offer letter for the academic year 2020/21;  
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18. Applicants who already enrolled in a degree programme prior to the start of the 

scholarship and who are funding their own studies (self-funded), can competitively 

apply for this scholarship provided they submit a recently issued letter or proof of 

enrolment issued by the higher education institution stating the student already 

commenced their studies, as well as the name of the programme and the start and end 

date.   

19. The scholarship will commence on the date that scholarship recipients will be notified 

that they have been awarded a scholarship. Applicants must bear in mind that any 

scholarship funding granted will NOT apply to any part of the degree programme 

undertaken prior to the start of the scholarship;   

20. Applicants need to make sure they provide all the right supporting documents and the 

information in their entire application should be true and correct; 

IMPORTANT NOTE: Acceptance of an online application does not guarantee that the applicant 

will be competitively awarded a scholarship. Everyone who has submitted an online application 

to the Higher Education Admissions Center (HEAC) website by the relevant deadline will still 

have to go through a competitive and multiple-stage process. Scholarship recipients will be 

notified by text message and the Ministry reserves the right to exclude the candidate from the 

selection procedures if found in contravention of the rules and regulations for this scholarship. 

The Ministry reserves the right to withdraw the scholarship if scholarship recipients do not 

adhere to any of these aforementioned terms and conditions. Applicants who previously studied 

abroad have to submit the Letter of Equivalency. Applicants can submit their online application 

by the relevant deadline by using the following link once the registration opens in November 

(see timetable): https://apps.heac.gov.om:889/PGStudent/faces/Verify_Registration.jsf 

IN CASE OF ANY DISCREPANCIES, THE ARABIC VERSION OF THIS ANNOUNCEMENT SHALL 

PREVAIL OVER THE ENGLISH VERSION OF THIS ANNOUNCEMENT. 

The Ministry of Higher Education wishes all applicants the best of luck with their application!  

https://apps.heac.gov.om:889/PGStudent/faces/Verify_Registration.jsf

