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THE DIRECT ENTRY SCHOLARSHIP (DES) PROGRAMME*

LISTS OF APPROVED HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS (HEIs), ELIGIBILITY
CRITERIA AND GENERAL INFORMATION
ACADEMIC YEAR (AY) 2021/22
PREPARED FOR PROSPECTIVE DES APPLICANTS BY
THE DIRECTORATE-GENERAL FOR SCHOLARSHIPS ON BEHALF OF THE
OMAN MINISTRY HIGHER EDUCATION, SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH AND
INNOVATION (MoHERI)

This comprehensive guide provides the following:

o The DES Eligibility Criteria set by the DG for Scholarships, MoHERI

o The lists of overseas, research-intensive Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) which have
been approved for the DES programme by the MoHERI for (Academic Year) 2021/22 entry

o General information and guidance in view of the competitive DES application procedures

It is essential, and your responsibility, to carefully read ALL the information provided in this guide. DES
is NOT the only type of (external undergraduate) scholarship, however, it is the only type of scholarship
(unless otherwise specified) that requires prospective applicants to submit an unconditional Offer of
Admission or Letter of Acceptance (LoA) issued by one of the approved HEls (as listed in this
publication) and for this reason, and this reason only, this guide has been published in December 2020.
Information about all types of (external and internal) scholarships, seats and grants will be published in
the annual Student Guide by the Higher Education Admissions Center (HEAC) in 2021.

*Disclaimer: Although the DG for Scholarships put together the content of this booklet with care and the
content is considered to be true and correct at the date of publication (December 2020), students are
advised to regularly check the official websites (mohe.gov.om and heac.gov.om) for updates as the
MoHERI reserves the right to make changes at any time should this be deemed necessary.
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HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS
APPROVED FOR THE DIRECT ENTRY SCHOLARSHIP
(DES) PROGRAMME FOR THE ACADEMIC YEAR
2021/22*
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*The Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) which have been
approved in view of the DES scheme (Academic Year 2021/22
entry) are LISTED BY COUNTRY/CONTINENT and in
ALPHABETICAL ORDER (ONLY) on the following pages and these
lists have been published by the Directorate-General for
Scholarships on behalf of the Ministry of Higher Education,
Research and Innovation (MoHERI) in December 2020.

The MoHERI selected reputed, research-intensive HEls based on
objective selection criteria and the approved HEls are all also
included in the QS World University Rankings — 2021 version.
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HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS (HEIs) APPROVED BY THE MoHERI FOR THE DES SCHEME IN ASIAN COUNTRIES FOR THE
ACADEMIC YEAR 2021/22: Prospective DES applicants may make an application to any of the following HEIs in ASIAN COUNTRIES and apply
for admission directly into any eligible undergraduate degree course of their choice, with the exception of Medicine, Dentistry, Veterinary Medicine or
Pharmacy. Please note that the DE scholarship does NOT cover any pre-sessional language and/or foundation pathways, bridging course or similar.

BEIHANG UNIVERSITY PEKING UNIVERSITY NANYANG TECHNOLOGICAL NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF
ev.buaa.edu.cn english.pku.edu.cn UNIVERSITY SINGAPORE
www.ntu.edu.sg/Pages/home. nus.edu.sg
CENTRAL SOUTH SHANGHAI JIAO TONG aspx
UNIVERSITY UNIVERSITY

en.csu.edu.cn

CHINA AGRICULTURAL
UNIVERSITY

www.cau.edu.cn

CHINA UNIVERSITY OF
GEOSCIENCES

en.cug.edu.cn

CHONGAQING UNIVERSITY

english.cqu.edu.cn

DALIAN UNIVERSITY OF
TECHNOLOGY

en.dlut.edu.cn

EAST CHINA NORMAL
UNIVERSITY

english.ecnu.edu.cn

FUDAN UNIVERSITY

www.fudan.edu.cn

HARBIN INSTITUTE OF
TECHNOLOGY

en.hit.edu.cn

NG UNIVERSITY OF
AND TECHNOLOGY

english.hust.edu.cn

HUNAN UNIVERSITY

www-en.hnu.edu.cn

JILIN UNIVERSITY

global.jlu.edu.cn

TONGJI UNIVERSITY

www.tongji.edu.cn

NANJING UNIVERSITY

www.nju.edu.cn/EN

NANKAI UNIVERSITY

study.nankai.edu.cn

HUAZ

HO
SCIENCE

en.sjtu.edu.cn

EAST CHINA NORMAL
UNIVERSITY

Ixs.ecnu.edu.cn

SICHUAN UNIVERSITY

www.scu.edu.cn/en

SUN YAT-SEN UNIVERSITY

www.sysu.edu.cn/2012/en/index.
htm

SOOCHOW UNIVERSITY

eng.suda.edu.cn

SOUTH CHINA UNIVERSITY
OF TECHNOLOGY

en.scut.edu.cn

NORTHWESTERN
POLYTECHNICAL
UNIVERSITY

en.nwpu.edu.cn

TIANJIN UNIVERSITY

www. tju.edu.cn/english

TSINGHUA UNIVERSITY
www. tsinghua.edu.cn/publish/
newthuen

UNIVERSITY OF SCIENCE
AND TECHNOLOGY OF
CHINA

en.ustc.edu.cn/mainm.htm

WUHAN UNIVERSITY

en.whu.edu.cn

XIAMEN UNIVERSITY

en.xmu.edu.cn

XIAN JIAOTONG UNIVERSITY

en.xjtu.edu.cn

ZHEJIANG UNIVERSITY

www.zju.edu.cn/english
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CHINESE UNIVERSITY
OF HONG KONG

www.cuhk.edu.hk

CITY UNIVERSITY
OF HONG KONG

www.cityu.edu.hk
HONG KONG
POLYTECHNIC UNIVERSITY

www. polyu.edu.hk

H
UNIVERSITY OF SCIENCE
AND TECHNOLOGY

www.ust.hk

UNIVERSITY OF
HONG KONG

www. hku.hk

HOKKAIDO UNIVERSITY
www.global.hokudai.ac.jp

KEIO UNIVERSITY
www.keio.ac.jp

KYOTO UNIVERSITY
www.kyoto-u.ac.jp/en

KYUSHU UNIVERSITY
www.kyushu-u.ac.jp/en

NAGOYA UNIVERSITY
en.nagoya-u.ac.jp

OSAKA UNIVERSITY
www.osaka-u.ac.jp

MALAYSIA

TOHOKU UNIVERSITY
www.tohoku.ac.jp

TOKYO INSTITUTE
OF TECHNOLOGY

www.titech.ac.jp/english

UNIVERSITY OF TOKYO

www.u-tokyo.ac.jp/en/index.
html

UNIVERSITY OF TSUKUBA

www.tsukuba.ac.jp/en

WASEDA UNIVERSITY

www.waseda.jp/top/en

UNIVERSITY OF MALAYA

www.um.edu.my

SOUTH KOREA

HANYANG UNIVERSITY SEOUL NATIONAL

www. hanyang.ac.kr UNIVERSITY
www. useoul.edu
KOREA ADVANCED
INSTITUTE OF SCIENCE SUNGKYUNKWAN
AND TECHNOLOGY UNIVERSITY
www.kaist.ac.kr/html/en www.skku.edu/eng
KOREA UNIVERSITY UNIVERSITY OF ULSAN
www.korea.edu ulsan.ac.kr
KYUNG HEE UNIVERSITY YONSEI UNIVERSITY
www.khu.ac.kr (SEOUL CAMPUS

www.yonsei.ac.kr

POHANG UNIVERSITY OF
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

www. postech.ac.kr
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HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS (HEIs) APPROVED BY THE
MoHERI FOR THE DES SCHEME IN AUSTRALIA FOR THE ACADEMIC
YEAR 2021/22: Prospective DES applicants may make an application to
one of the following HEIs in Australia and in any eligible undergraduate
degree course, including Medicine, Dentistry, Veterinary Medicine or
Pharmacy. Please note that the DES scheme does NOT cover any pre-
sessional language and/or foundation pathways, diploma course or similar.

AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL
UNIVERSITY

www.anu.edu.au

UNIVERSITY OF SYDNEY

www.sydney.edu.au

JAMES COOK UNIVERSITY UNIVERSITY OF TASMANIA
www.jcu.edu.au
UNIVERSITY OF

TECHNOLOGY SYDNEY

www.uts.edu.au

MACQUARIE UNIVERSITY

www.mq.edu.au

MONASH UNIVERSITY XU'S‘%&TR OF WESTERN
www.monash.edu www.uwa.edu.au
UNIVERSITY OF ADELAIDE

RMIT UNIVERSITY

www.rmit.edu.au

www.adelaide.edu.au

UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE

www.unimelb.edu.au

UNIVERSITY OF NEW
SOUTH WALES

www.unsw.edu.au

UNIVERSITY OF QUEENSLAND

www.uq.edu.au
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CONTINENTAL EUROPEAN COUNTRIES

sessional language and/or foundation pathways or similar.

AUSTRIA

UNIVERSITY OF INNSBRUCK

www.uibk.ac.at/index.html.en

UNIVERSITY OF VIENNA

www.univie.ac.at/en

VIENNA UNIVERSITY OF
TECHNOLOGY

www.tuwien.ac.at/en

BELGIUM

GHENT UNIVERSITY
www.ugent.be/en

KATHOLIEKE UNIVERSITEIT
KU) LEUVEN

www.kuleuven.be/english

UNIVERSITE
CATHOLIQUE DE LOUVAIN

uclouvain.be

UNIVERSITE LIBRE
DE BRUXELLES

www.ulb.ac.be

UNIVERSITY OF ANTWERP

www.uantwerpen.be/en

VRIJE UNIVERSITEIT BRUSSEL

www.vub.ac.be/en

AALBORG UNIVERSITY

www.en.aau.dk

AARHUS UNIVERSITY

international.au.dk

TECHNICAL UNIVERSITY
OF DENMARK

international.au.dk

UNIVERSITY OF COPENHAGEN

www. ku.dk/english

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN
DENMARK

www.sdu.dk/en

FINLAND

AALTO UNIVERSITY

www.aalto.fi

UNIVERSITY OF HELSINKI

www.helsinki.fi/e

ECOLE NORMALE
SUPERIEURE DE LYON

www.ens-lyon.fr

ECOLE POLYTECHNIQUE

www.polytechnique.edu/en

GRENOBLE ALPES
UNIVERSITY

www.univ-grenoble-alpes.fr/en

MONTPELLIER UNIVERSITY

www.umontpellier.fr

SORBONNE UNIVERSITY

www.sorbonne-universite.fr/en

UNIVERSITY OF BORDEAUX

www.u-bordeaux.com

BIELEFELD UNIVERSITY

www.uni-bielefeld.de/ (en)

HEIDELBERG UNIVERSITY

www.heidelberg.edu

JOHANNES GUTENBERG
UNIVERSITY OF MAINZ

www.uni-mainz.de/eng

KARLSRUHE INSTITUTE
OF TECHNOLOGY

www.kit.edu/english

RUHR UNIVERSITY BOCHUM
www.ruhr-uni-bochum.de/en

RWTH AACHEN UNIVERSITY

www.rwth-aachen.de

TECHNICAL UNIVERSITY
OF BERLIN

www.tu-berlin.de

TECHNICAL UNIVERSITY
OF DARMSTADT

www.tu-darmstadt.de

TECHNICAL UNIVERSITY
OF MUNICH
www.tum.de/en

TU DRESDEN
tu-dresden.de

GERMANY

ULM UNIVERSITY

www.uni-ulm.de/en

UNIVERSITY OF BAYREUTH

www.uni-bayreuth.de/en

UNIVERSITY OF COLOGNE

www.portal.uni-koeln.de/uoc_
home.html?L=1

UNIVERSITY OF
DUISBERG-ESSEN

www.uni-due.de/en

UNIVERSITY OF
ERLANGEN-NUREMBERG

www.fau.eu

UNIVERSITY OF FREIBURG

www.uni-freiburg.de

UNIVERSITY OF HAMBURG

www.uni-hamburg.de/en.html

UNIVERSITY OF KIEL

www.uni-kiel.de/en/?no_cache=1

UNIVERSITY OF KONSTANZ

www.uni-konstanz.de/en

UNIVERSITY OF STUTTGART

www.uni-stuttgart.de/en

NORWAY

UNIVERSITY OF
MONTPELLIERO

www.umontpellier.fr/en

UNIVERSITY OF BERGEN

www.uib.no/en

NORWEGIAN UNIVERSITY OF
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

www.ntnu.edu

UNIVERSITY OF OSLO

www.uio.no/english
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.(pre-sessional language or foundation course)

HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS (HEIs) APPROVED BY THE MoHERI FOR THE DES SCHEME IN CONTINENTAL EUROPEAN
COUNTRIES FOR THE ACADEMIC YEAR 2021/22: Prospective DES applicants may make an application to any of the following HEIs and in any
eligible undergraduate degree course, with the exception of Medicine, Dentistry, Veterinary Medicine or Pharmacy. The DES does NOT cover any pre-

SAPIENZA UNIVERSITY
OF ROME

www.uniroma1t.it/en

UNIVERSITY OF BOLOGNA

www.unibo.it/en0

UNIVERSITY OF MILAN

www.unimi.it/ENG

UNIVERSITY OF PISA

www.unipi.it/index.php/english

VITA-SALUTE SAN
RAFFAELE UNIVERSITY

www.unisr.it/en

AUTONOMOUS UNIVERSITY
OF BARCELONA

www.uab.cat/en

POMPEU FABRA UNIVERSITY

www.upf.edu/en/home

CHALMERS UNIVERSITY
OF TECHNOLOGY

www.chalmers.se/en

KTH ROYAL INSTITUTE
OF TECHNOLOGY

www.kth.se/en

LINKOPING UNIVERSITY

liu.se/en

LUND UNIVERSITY

www.lunduniversity.lu.se

COMPLUTENSE UNIVERSITY
OF MADRID

www.ucm.es/english

UNIVERSITY OF BARCELONA

www.ub.edu/web/ub/en

STOCKHOLM UNIVERSITY

www.su.se/english

UNIVERSITY OF
GOTHENBURG

www.gu.se/english

UPPSALA UNIVERSITY

www.uu.se/en

SWITZERLAND

ECQLE POLYTECHNIQUE
FEDERALE DE LAUSANNE

www.epfl.ch/en/hom

UNIVERSITY OF BASEL

www.unibas.ch/en.html

UNIVERSITY OF BERN

www.unibe.ch/index_eng.html

UNIVERSITY OF GENEVA

www.unige.ch/en/university

UNIVERSITY OF LAUSANNE

www.unil.ch/central/en/home.
html

UNIVERSITY OF ZURICH

www.uzh.ch/en.html

THE NETHERLANDS

DELFT UNIVERSITY
OF TECHNOLOGY

www.tudelft.nl/en

EINDHOVEN UNIVERSITY
OF TECHNOLOGY

www.tue.nl/en

ERASMUS UNIVERSITY
ROTTERDAM

www.eur.nl/en

GRONINGEN UNIVERSITY

www.rug.nl

LEIDEN UNIVERSITY

www.universiteitleiden.nl/en

MAASTRICHT UNIVERSITY

www.maastrichtuniversity.nl

RADBOUD UNIVERSITY
NIJMEGEN
www.ru.nl/english

UNIVERSITY OF AMSTERDAM

www.uva.nl/en/home

UTRECHT UNIVERSITY

www.uu.nl/en

VRIJE UNIVERSITEIT
AMSTERDAM

www.vu.nl/en

WAGENINGEN UNIVERSITY

www.wur.nl/en
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HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS (HEIs) APPROVED BY THE MoHERI FOR THE DES SCHEME IN CANADA FOR THE ACADEMIC
YEAR 2021/22: Prospective DES applicants may make an application to any of the following HEIs in Canada and in any eligible undergraduate
(UG) degree course, EXCEPT for in Medicine, Dentistry, Veterinary Medicine, Pharmacy or any other professional degree course as these are
usually not available at UG degree level in Canada. The DES also does NOT cover any pre-sessional language, foundation course, bridging
programme other similar. Direct entry means level of entry 1 and this can include the first year of a 4 year undergraduate degree course that can

either start in the Fall or Winter term (first or second intake).

MCGILL UNIVERS TY
www.mcgill

UNIVERSITY OF CALGARY
MCMASTER UNIVERSITY www.ucalgary.ca

www.mcmaster.ca
UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO

UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA www.utoronto.ca
yw.ualberta.ca UNIVERSITY OF WATERLOO
UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH Www. uwaterloo.ca
COLUMBIA
www.ubc.ca

THE REPUBLIC OF IRELAND sl 5l
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HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS (HEIs) APPROVED BY
THE MoHERI FOR THE DES SCHEME IN IRELAND FOR
THE ACADEMIC YEAR 2021/22: Prospective DES applicants
may make an application to any of the following HEls in any
eligible undergraduate degree course, including Medicine,
Dentistry, Veterinary Medicine or Pharmacy. Please note that the
DES scholarship does NOT cover any pre-sessional language
and/or foundation pathways or similar.

TRINITY COLLEGE UNIVERSITY COLLEGE
DUBLIN DUBLIN
www.tcd.ie www.ucd.ie
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HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS (HEIs) APPROVED BY THE MoHERI FOR DES IN NEW ZEALAND FOR THE ACADEMIC
YEAR 2021/22: Prospective DES applicants may make an application to one of the following Higher Education Institutions in any eligible
undergraduate degree course, including Medicine, Dentistry, Veterinary Medicine or Pharmacy. Please note that the DES scholarship

does NOT cover any pre-sessional language and/or foundation course or similar.

THE UNIVERSITY OF
AUCKLAND
www.auckland.ac.nz

UNIVERSITY OF OTAGO

www.otago.ac.nz
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HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS (HEIs) APPROVED FOR THE DES SCHEME IN THE UK FOR THE ACADEMIC YEAR 2021/22:

/7
0‘0

Prospective DES applicants may make an application to any of the following HEIs in any eligible undergraduate degree course, including
Medicine, Dentistry, Veterinary Medicine or Pharmacy. The HEls marked in red are approved for Medicine, Dentistry, Veterinary Medicine or
Pharmacy ONLY and NOT for any other courses. All the other HEIs are approved for all undergraduate courses (as per their availability).

The DES scholarship does NOT cover any pre-sessional pathways, language course, foundation programme or similar. Students should be
aware of the fact that universities in the UK, as per UK rules and regulations, are usually NOT able to exempt General Education Certificate
(GED)-holders from having to pursue a pre-sessional programme due to the duration and 'maturity' of their secondary school education and
regardless of their grades.

Please note that an international year one, foundation certificate, integrated foundation programme or similar are NOT considered a direct entry
- a direct entry in the UK means point of entry year 1, except for in Scotland, and should concern a course taught AT and (directly BY) the HEI.

ENGLAND

CARDIFF UNIVERSITY UNIVERSITY COLLEGE
LONDON (UCL)

www.cardiff.ac.uk
www.ucl.ac.uk

DURHAM UNIVERSITY
www.dur.ac.uk UNIVERSITY OF EXETER

IMPERIAL COLLEGE LONDON www.exeter.ac.uk
www.imperial.ac.uk UNIVERSITY OF LEEDS

www.leeds.ac.uk
KING’S COLLEGE LONDON
www.kcl.ac.uk UNIVERSITY OF LIVERPOOL

www. liverpool.ac.uk
LONDON SCHOOL %%Eﬁ?gﬂf" SIE?Eﬁ'éE UNIVERSITY OF MANCHESTER

» %’%L Wyew. lse. st www.manchester.ac.uk
& NEWCASTLE UNIVERSITY UNIVERSITY OF NOTTINGHAM

www.nottingham.ac.uk
www.ncl.ac.uk

—o— H B UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD
QUEEN MARY UNIVERSITY OF LONDON www.ox.ac.uk

= www.qmul.ac.uk UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHAMPTON
) UNIVERSITY OF BIRMINGHAM www.southampton.ac.uk
>N www.birmingham.ac.uk UNIVERSITY OF SHEFFIELD

t!ni%lf Q www.she ield.ac.uk

‘ 4 £ UNIVERSITY OF BRISTOL UNIVERSITY OF WARWICK
L srisToL /D .
. Qﬁ\r‘\:\}!g\\,\ A\ @@ > www. bristol.ac.uk ww.warwick. ac.uk
S =1 IS UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY OF YORK
www.cam.ac.uk www.york.ac.uk

NORTHERN IRELAND SCOTLAND

(point of entry year 2) 43Ul 4L ll Jg8 o Jgaall a5 o< ) Cilaalall aa &1l 8 o) ) A thal) te

QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY BELFAST o . N
Adnall g s dasd) Gadall g GUud) Gida g (5 =) Gudal) Claadil J gidl) oLl

www.qub.ac.uk

Students who are planning to apply to universities inSCOTLAND have to submit an offer
of place of study on year 2 (not year 1!) of the undergraduate degree course, with the
exception of Medicine, Dentistry, Veterinary Medicine or Pharmacy (in view of these four
courses offered at approved Scottish universities, point of entry year 1 is allowed).

UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH UNIVERSITY OF GLASGOW

www.ed.ac.uk www.gla.ac.uk

2 Gl g adtd Uasall g s k) Ghll g () cida g ¢ ) Ghal) Glawddl Saqinal) Glaalall A saal) sl dall cilaalad)
Lclbaxaddl)
The following HEIs (marked in red) in the UK are approved for Medicine, Dentistry, Veterinary and Pharmacy ONLY which means these

HEIs have NOT been approved for other courses, while all of the above-mentioned universities in the UK are approved for all
undergraduate degree courses. The point of entry at the following HEIs should be year 1, including at universities in Scotland.

UNIVERSITY OF DUNDEE

www.dundee.ac.uk

UNIVERSITY OF EAST ANGLIA

www.uea.ac.uk

UNIVERSITY OF LEICESTER

www.le.ac.uk

UNIVERSITY OF ST ANDREWS

www.st-andrews.ac.uk
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HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS (HEls) APPROVED BY THE MoHERI FOR THE DES SCHEME IN THE USA FOR THE ACADEMIC YEAR 2021/22: Students make may an
application to any of the following schools in the USA, except for in Medicine, Dentistry, VET or any other professional degree programme. The DES scheme does NOT cover any pre-

sessional courses, however, the freshman year is considered a direct entry into the first year of an UG degree course while the offer should include the name of the intended major. DES
recipients have to study, from the first year onwards, at the MAIN campus as marked in RED underneath the names of the following approved schools. You are NOT allowed to

study at a branch campus (abroad OR in-country). DES recipients may start with their UG studies in the fall semester 2021 or spring semester 2022 (if the US school offers two intakes).

BOSTON COLLEGE
Newton, Massachgset
WWW,
BOSTON UNIVERSITY

Boston, Massachusetts
www.bu.edu

BRANDEIS UNIVERSITY

Waltham, Massachusetts
www.brandeis.edu

BROWN UNIVERSITY (BROWN)

Providence, Rhode Island
www.brown.edu

CASE WESTERN RESERVE
UNIVERSITY
Cleveland, Ohio

www.case.edu

COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY
(COLUMBIA)

New York City, New York
www.columbia.edu

CALIFORNIA INSTITUTE OF
TECHNOLOGY (CALTECH)

Pasadena, California
www.caltech.edu

CORNELL UNIVERSITY

TR

CARNEGIE MELLON UNIVERSITY

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
www.cmu.edu

DARTMOUTH COLLEGE
Hanover, New Hampshire
www.home.dartmouth.edu

DUKE UNIVERSITY
Durham, North Carolina
www.duke.edu

EMORY UNIVERSITY
Atlanta, Georgia
www.emory.edu

HARVARD UNIVERSITY
(HARVARD)

Cambridge, Massachusetts
www.harvard.edu

GEORGE WASHINGTON
UNIVERSITY (GWU)
Washington, D.C

www.gwu.edu

GEORGIA INSTITUTE OF
TECHNOLOGY (GEORGIA TECH)
Atlanta, Georgia

www.gatech.edu

GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY
Washington, D.C

WWW, georgetown edu

INDIANA UNIVERSITY
BLOOMINGTON

Bloomington, Indiana
www.indiana.edu

JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY
Baltimore, Maryland
www.jhu.edu

MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE
OF TECHNOLOGY (MIT)
Cambridge, Massachusetts
www.mit.edu

NEW YORK UNIVERSITY (NYU)
New York City, New York
www.nyu.edu

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA,
RIVERSIDE (UC RIVERSIDE)

Riverside, California
www.ucr.edu

NORTH CAROLINA STATE UNIVERSITY UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA,

Raleigh, North Carolina
www.ncsu.edu

MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY

East Lansing, Michigan
www.msu.edu

NORTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY
Boston, Massachusetts
www.northeastern.edu

NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY
Evanston, lllinois
www.northwestern.edu

OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY
Columbus, Ohio
www.osu.edu

PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY
(PENN STATE)

University Park, Pennsylvania
www.psu.edu

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY
(PRINCETON)
Princeton, New Jersey
www.princeton.edu

PURDUE UNIVERSITY
West Lafayette, Indiana
www.purdue.edu

RICE UNIVERSITY
Houston, Texas
www.rice.edu

RUTGERS, THE STATE UNIVERSITY
OF NEW JERSEY

New Brunswick, New Jersey
www.rutgers.edu

STANFORD UNIVERSITY
Stanford, California
www.stanford.edu

STONY BROOK UNIVERSITY
Stony Brook, New York
www.stonybrook.edu

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY
College Station, Texas
www.tamu.edu

THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT AUSTIN

Austin, Texas
www.utexas.edu

TUFTS UNIVERSITY

Medford &Somerville, Massachusetts

www. tufts.edu

TULANE UNIVERSITY
New Orleans, Louisiana
www.tulane.edu

UNIVERSITY AT BUFFALO, SUNY
Buffalo, New York
www.buffalo.edu

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA,
BERKELEY (UC BERKELEY)
Berkeley, California
www.berkeley.edu

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, DAVIS -

Davis, California
www.ucdavis.edu

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, IRVINE - /7

Irvine, California
www.uci.edu

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA,
LOS ANGELES (UCLA)

Los Angeles, California
www.ucla.edu

L _4 )4

SAN DIEGO (UC SAN DIEGO)

San Diego, California
www.ucsd.edu

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA,
SANTA BARBARA (UC SANTA
BARBARA)

Santa Barbara, California
www.ucsb.edu

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA,
SANTA CRUZ (UC SANTA CRUZ)

Santa Cruz, Californja
WWW.ucsc.e u

UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO
Chicago, Illinois
www.uchicago.edu

UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO
BOULDER

Boulder, Colorado
www.colorado.edu

UNIVERSITY OF DELAWARE

Newark, Delaware
www.udel.edu

UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA
Gainesville, Florida

www.ufl.edu

UNIVERSITY OF GEORGIA
Athens, Georgia
www.uga.edu

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT
URBANA- CHAMPAIGN
Urbana & Champaign, Illinois
www.illinois.edu

UNIVERSITY OF IOWA
lowa City, lowa
www.uiowa.edu

UNIVERSITY OF MIAMI
Coral Gables, Florida

www.welcome.miami.edu

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN- ANN

RBOR (MICHIGAN)
Ann Arbor, Michigan

www umich.edu

UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND
College Park, Maryland

www.umd.edu

UNIVERSITY OF
MASSACHUSETTS - AMHERST
(UMASS)

Amherst, Massachusetts
www.umass.edu

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA
TWIN CITIES

Minneapolis, Minnesota
www.twin-cities.umn.edu
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UNIVERSITY OF NORTH
CAROLINA AT CHAPEL HILL
Chapel Hill, North Carolina

www.unc.edu

UNIVERSITY OF
NOTRE DAME .
Notre Dame, Indiana
www.nd.edu

UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA
(UPENN)

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
www.upenn.edu

UNIVERSITY OF PITTSBURGH
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
www.pitt.edu

UNIVERSITY OF ROCHESTER
Rochester, New York
www.rochester.edu

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN
CALIFORNIA

Los Angeles, California
www.usc.edu

UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE,
KNOXVILLE

Knoxville, Tennessee
www.utk.edu

UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA
Charlottesville, Virginia
www.virginia.edu

UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON

Seattle, Washington
www.washington.edu

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-
MADISON

Madison, Wisconsin
www.wisc.edu

VANDERBILT UNIVERSITY

Nashville, Tennessee
www.vanderbilt.edu

VIRGINIA POLYTECHNIC
INSTITUTE AND

STATE UNIVERSITY (VIRGINIA
TECH)

Blacksburg, Virginia
www.vt.edu

WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY IN
ST LOUIS

St. Louis, Missouri
www.wustl.edu

YALE UNIVERSITY (YALE)
New Haven, Connecticut
www.yale.edu
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WHAT IS THE DES PROGRAMME? DES STANDS FOR DIRECT ENTRY SCHOLARSHIP WHICH IS ONE OF THE
EXTERNAL UNDERGRADUATE (UG) SCHOLARSHIPS SCHEMES.

o THE DES REQUIRES AN OMANI PROSPECTIVE SCHOOL LEAVER, IN ORDER TO BE EARMARKED AS AN ELIGIBLE DES APPLICANT,
TO GAIN AN UNCONDITIONAL OFFER OF A PLACE ON ANY UG (E.G. A BACHELOR’S DEGREE OR SIMILAR) COURSE AT AN
OVERSEAS, RESEARCH-INTENSIVE HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTION (HEI) THAT HAS BEEN APPROVED FOR THIS SCHOLARSHIP
SCHEME BY THE MOHERI (THE LIST OF APPROVED HEIS HAVE BEEN INCLUDED IN THIS GUIDE). YOU WILL HAVE TO START
WITH YOUR UG COURSE FOR THE ACADEMIC YEAR 2021/22 ENTRY (EITHER THE FIRST OR SECOND SEMESTER).

o THE DES IS THE ONLY TYPE OF EXTERNAL UG SCHOLARSHIP THAT DOES NOT COVER ANY PRE-SESSIONAL COURSES (E.G.
LANGUAGE OR FOUNDATION COURSES) OR BRIDGE PROGRAMMES AS THE COURSE HAS TO BE TAUGHT DIRECTLY BY AND AT
THE ORIGINAL HEI (NOT AT AN OVERSEAS OR IN-COUNTRY BRANCH CAMPUS).

WHO CAN COMPETITIVELY APPLY FOR THE DES PROGRAMME? ALL OMANI SCHOOL STUDENTS WHO ARE

EXPECTED TO GRADUATE FROM SECONDARY SCHOOL IN THE SUMMER 2021, REGARDLESS OF THEIR TYPE OF QUALIFICATION,
AND WHO MEET THE DES ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA (INCLUDED IN THIS CIRCULAR), MAY COMPETITIVELY APPLY FOR DES, HOWEVER,
BEAR IN MIND THAT:

o YOU MAY NOT QUALIFY FOR DIRECT ENTRY TO AN UNDERGRADUATE DEGREE COURSE IN SOME OF THE APPROVED STUDY
DESTINATIONS DUE TO THEIR EVALUATION OF YOUR APPLICATION AND/OR YOUR TYPE OF QUALIFICATION. PLEASE REFER TO
THE FURTHER DETAILS BY COUNTRY/CONTINENT IN THIS PUBLICATION, WHILE YOU ARE EXPECTED TO DO YOUR OWN
RESEARCH AS WELL.

o THE DES PROGRAMME DOES NOT NECESSARILY SUIT ALL STUDENTS, ESPECIALLY NOT THOSE WHO ARE ADVISED TO FIRST
PURSUE A PRE-SESSIONAL COURSE TO HELP PREPARE FOR THEIR FUTURE UNDERGRADUATE STUDIES, WHILE NOT EVERYONE
MAY WANT TO STUDY AT A RESEARCH-INTENSIVE UNIVERSITY EITHER, THIS DEPENDS ON YOUR GOALS AND/OR LEARNING
STYLE. THESE STUDENTS ARE ADVISED TO FOCUS ON THE OTHER TYPES OF SCHOLARSHIPS, SEATS AND/OR GRANTS THAT
COVER THE COURSES THEY ARE INTERESTED IN AND THAT ARE LISTED IN THE HEAC STUDENT GUIDE FOR THE AY 2021-22.

o MEETING THE ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA DOES NOT AUTOMATICALLY MEAN THAT YOU WILL BE COMPETITIVELY AWARDED THIS
TYPE OF SCHOLARSHIP AS THE NUMBER OF ELIGIBLE CANDIDATES MAY EXCEED THE NUMBER OF PLACES IN WHICH CASE
TIEBREAKERS WILL APPLY. MAKE INFORMED HIGHER EDUCATION CHOICES: YOU SHOULD ALWAYS COMPETITIVELY APPLY FOR
A VARIETY OF INTERNAL AND/OR EXTERNAL SCHOLARSHIPS, SEATS AND/OR GRANTS THAT COVER THE COURSE(S) YOU ARE
GENUINELY INTERESTED IN.

HOW DO | COMPETITIVELY APPLY FOR THE DES PROGRAMME? YOU CAN COMPETITIVELY APPLY FOR THE
DES PROGRAMME IF YOU ARE AN OMANI SCHOOL STUDENT WHO IS CURRENTLY IN SCHOOL GRADE 12/YEAR 13 AND WHO:

o IS EXPECTED TO ACHIEVE THE STANDARD REQUIREMENTS* (=MINIMUM REQUIRED SCHOOL GRADES) AS PUBLISHED IN THIS
BOOKLET ON BEHALF OF THE DIRECTORATE-GENERAL FOR SCHOLARSHIPS, MoHERI

o CAN TIMELY UPLOAD AN UNCONDITIONAL LETTER OF ACCEPTANCE (LoA) OR OFFER OF ADMISSION AND, IF APPLICABLE,
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS USING THE HEAC PORTAL (NOT EMAIL) BEFORE THE RELEVANT DEADLINES™*

o WILL TIMELY SELECT THE DEOO1 CODE AS PART OF YOUR HEAC SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION - DEOO1 IS THE DES
SCHOLARSHIP CODE IN THE HEAC STUDENT GUIDE

TO MAKE SURE ALL DES APPLICATIONS ARE CONSIDERED THOROUGHLY AND FAIRLY, THERE ARE SEVERAL PHASES TO THE DES
APPLICATION PROCESS WHICH INVOLVE A SCREENING COMMITTEE AND THE HEAC ELECTRONIC SYSTEM. THE MoHERI WILL NOT
AND CANNOT ACCEPT INCOMPLETE OR LATE APPLICATIONS.THE STANDARD REQUIREMENTS ARE LISTED (AFTER THE Q&A) IN
THIS BOOKLET BY THE MOST COMMON QUALIFICATIONS:

o THE GENERAL EDUCATION DIPLOMA-CERTIFICATE & QUALIFICATIONS CONSIDERED EQUIVALENT TO THE GED BY THE
MINISTRY OF EDUCATION

o THE ADVANCED LEVEL (A LEVEL OR A-LEVELS) QUALIFICATION

o THE INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE (I1B) QUALIFICATION

FURTHER QUALIFICATION AND/OR SUBJECT-SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS MAY APPLY AND DIFFER FROM ONE COURSE AND/OR

HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTION (HEI) TO ANOTHER. BEFORE APPLYING TO A HEI, YOU NEED TO CHECK THAT YOU ARE LIKELY

TO ACHIEVE, THE RIGHT SCHOOL GRADES AT THE RIGHT LEVEL AND IN THE RELEVANT SUBJECTS FOR THE COURSE(S) YOU

PREFER BY REFERRING TO THE APPROVED HEIS (WE INCLUDED THEIR URLS IN THIS CIRCULAR). THE SAME CRITERIA WILL BE

ALSO LISTED IN THE HIGHER EDUCATION ADMISSIONS CENTER (HEAC) STUDENT HANDBOOK FOR THE ACADEMIC YEAR 2021/22.

**PLEASE NOTE THAT THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC AND ITS ONGOING IMPACT MAY CREATE A SITUATION IN WHICH IT IS DESIRABLE OR NECESSARY FOR THE
MoHERI TO MAKE CHANGES IN DATES AND/OR DEADLINES IN VIEW OF THE SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION CYCLE. PLEASE REGULARLY CHECK THE HEAC AND
MoHERI WEBSITES FOR ANY FURTHER UPDATES.

WHAT CAN | STUDY ON A DES SCHOLARSHIP? DES APPLICANTS MAY CHOOSE TO STUDY ANY UNDERGRADUATE

DEGREE COURSE OF THEIR OWN CHOICE, PROVIDED IT CONCERNS AN UNDERGRADUATE DEGREE COURSE, UNLESS SPECIFIED
OTHERWISE BY THE MoHERI. THE DURATION SHOULD BE 'STANDARD' BASED ON THE STRUCTURE AND CONTENT OF THE COURSE
AVAILABLE AT THE HEI - THIS SIMPLY MEANS YOU CANNOT CHOOSE AN OPTIONAL WORK PLACEMENT OR AN OPTIONAL,
ADDITIONAL MAJOR THAT WOULD RESULT IN AN EXTENSION OF THE ‘NORMAL’ DURATION OF YOUR STUDIES.
INTERDISCIPLINARY OR JOINT-DEGREE COURSES AND/OR INTERNSHIPS ARE ALLOWED AS LONG AS THEY ARE AN INTEGRATED
PART OF THE UNDERGRADUATE DEGREE COURSE OFFERED BY THE HEI AND ARE NOT CONSIDERED ‘OPTIONAL’. PLEASE ALSO
NOTE THAT NOT ALL UNDERGRADUATE DEGREE COURSES ARE AVAILABLE IN ALL COUNTRIES:PLEASE READ THIS BOOKLET AND
YOU ARE ALSO EXPECTED TO CONDUCT YOUR OWN RESEARCH.
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WHICH HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS (HEIS) ARE APPROVED FOR DES IN VIEW OF THE ACADEMIC

YEAR 2021/22? AND BY WHEN SHOULD | APPLY TO HEIS? THE MOHERI SELECTED REPUTED, RESEARCH-INTENSIVE

HEIS BASED ON WELL-RESEARCHED, OBJECTIVE SELECTION CRITERIA AND ALL APPROVED HEIS ARE ALL ALSO INCLUDED IN THE
OS WORLD UNIVERSITY RANKINGS - 2021 VERSION, WHILE THIS LEAGUE TABLE IS THE PRIMARY TIEBREAKER IN CASE THE
NUMBER OF ELIGIBLE CANDIDATES EXCEEDS THE NUMBER OF AVAILABLE PLACES ALLOCATED TO THE DES. PLEASE REFER TO
LISTS OF APPROVED HEIS BY COUNTRY ON THE FOLLOWING PAGES OF THIS GUIDE, WHICH HAVE BEEN LISTED BY COUNTRY
AND/OR CONTINENT AND IN ALPHABETICAL ORDER ONLY, AND NOT BY THEIR POSITION IN THE QS WORLD UNIVERSITY
RANKINGS 2021 (PLEASE REFER TO THEIR WEBSITE TOPUNIVERSITIES.COM FOR MORE INFORMATION). STUDENTS ARE ADVISED
TO LIAISE WITH THE UNIVERSITIES DIRECTLY AND/OR MIGHT BE REQUIRED TO USE APPROPRIATE ENTITIES THAT MANAGE
ADMISSIONS. THE DG FOR SCHOLARSHIPS CIRCULATED THE LISTS OF HEls WHICH HAVE BEEN APPROVED FOR THE DES SCHEME
IN DECEMBER 2020 TO PROVIDE PROSPECTIVE DES APPLICANTS WITH THE OPPORTUNITY TO TIMELY APPLY FOR ADMISSION
FOR AY 2021/22 ENTRY TO ONE OR MORE APPROVED HEIS BY THE RELEVANT DEADLINES SET BY THESE HEIS AND THESE
DEADLINES MAY DIFFER FROM ONE HEI AND/OR COURSE TO ANOTHER - PLEASE CHECK THE WEBSITES OF THE APPROVED HEIS
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION. THE HEAC PORTAL WON'T OPEN UNTIL APRIL 2021, HOWEVER, UNIVERSITY APPLICATION
DEADLINES USUALLY FALL EARLIER AND APPLYING TO A HEI USUALLY REQUIRES A LOT OF PREPARATION/WORK AS HEIs ARE
NOT ONLY INTERESTED IN YOUR (PREDICTED) MARKS, BUT USUALLY WANT TO LEARN MORE ABOUT E.G. YOUR APTITUDE,
LANGUAGE SKILLS AND MOTIVATION AS WELL. COURSE ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS MAY VARY FROM ONE HEI AND/OR COURSE
TO ANOTHER, PLEASE REFER TO THE WEBSITES OF THE APPROVED HEIS TO FIND OUT WHAT THEY CONSIDER WHILE REVIEWING
YOUR APPLICATION.

CAN | MAKE AN APPLICATION TO MORE THAN ONE HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTION? YES, YOU CAN MAKE
AN APPLICATION TO MORE THAN ONE INSTITUTION AND THEY DO NOT NEED TO BE ALL LOCATED IN THE SAME COUNTRY
EITHER. HOWEVER, BEAR IN MIND THAT YOU EVENTUALLY HAVE TO CHOOSE AS YOU CAN ONLY UPLOAD ONE UNCONDITIONAL
LOA AS PART OF YOUR DES SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION, UNLESS SPECIFIED OTHERWISE (PLEASE REFER TO THE INFORMATION
ABOUT THE DES ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA).

BY WHEN DO | NEED TO SUBMIT (UPLOAD) THE UNCONDITIONAL LETTER OF ACCEPTANCE (LoA)? MOST
STUDENTS WILL HAVE TO UPLOAD THE UNCONDITIONAL LETTER OF ACCEPTANCE BY THE SAME DEADLINE THAT WILL APPLY
TO HEAC SCHOLARSHIPS APPLICATION CYCLE (WHICH MEANS YOU WILL HAVE TO UPLOAD AN UNCONDITIONAL LETTER OF
ACCEPTANCE BY THE END OF THEIR CHANGE OF PREFERENCE PERIOD) AND THEY WILL ANNOUNCE THE EXACT DATES IN DUE
COURSE. SOME STUDENTS WILL HAVE NO CHOICE BUT TO UPLOAD A CONDITIONAL LETTER OF ACCEPTANCE IN CASE YOU WILL
RECEIVE THEIR EXAM RESULTS AFTER THE RELEVANT HEAC DEADLINES AND/OR IF YOUR APPLICATION HAS BEEN PENDED -
THIS HAS BEEN FURTHER EXPLAINED IN THIS BOOKLET (PLEASE REFER TO THE ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA OVERVIEW). PLEASE ALSO
NOTE THAT THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC AND ITS ONGOING IMPACT MAY CREATE A SITUATION IN WHICH IT IS DESIRABLE OR
NECESSARY FOR THE MOHERI TO MAKE CHANGES IN DATES AND/OR DEADLINES IN VIEW OF THE SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION
CYCLE. PLEASE REGULARLY CHECK THE HEAC AND MOHERI WEBSITES FOR ANY FURTHER UPDATES.

WHAT TYPE OF INFORMATION SHOULD THE LETTER OF ACCEPTANCE (LOA) OR OFFER OF ADMISSION

INCLUDE? THIS LETTER SHOULD CONfiRM YOU ARE DEEMED ELIGIBLE TO DIRECTLY ENTER TO THE FIRST YEAR OF AN

UNDERGRADUATE DEGREE PROGRAMME IN THE ACADEMIC YEAR 2021/22 (fiRST OR SECOND INTAKE) WHICH IS TAUGHT AT,
AND DIRECTLY BY, ONE OF THE HEIS THAT HAVE BEEN APPROVED FOR THE DES PROGRAMME. THE LETTER (AND SUPPORTING
DOCUMENTS*) SHOULD ALSO INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION:

o THE MAJOR OR COURSE YOU INTEND TO PURSUE AND IT SHOULD BE CLEAR THAT THE HEl CONFIRMS THAT THEY OFFER
YOU A PLACE ON AN UNDERGRADUATE COURSE TAUGHT AT & DIRECTLY BY THE HEI.

o THE NAME & LOCATION OF THE HEI: STUDYING AT AN IN-COUNTRY AND/OR OVERSEAS BRANCH CAMPUS IS NOT ALLOWED,

UNLESS SPECIFIED OTHERWISE BY THE MOHERI.

THE DATE ON WHICH THE LOA OR OFFER OF ADMISSION WAS ISSUED

EXPECTED POINT OF DIRECT ENTRY (E.G. LEVEL 1 OR YEAR 1 OR FRESHMAN, ETC, ETC).

o THE EXPECTED START AND END (GRAD) DATE OF YOUR STUDIES (E.G. START FIRST TERM OR SEMESTER IN 2021 OR
SECOND TERM OR SEMESTER IN 2022).

o THE UNIVERSITY’S SIGNATURE (E.G. SIGNED BY THE ADMISSIONS OFFICE OF THE HEI) AND/OR STAMP.

O O

NOTE: IN CASE THE OFFER LETTER DOES NOT INCLUDE ALL THE ABOVE-MENTIONED REQUIRED DETAILS, YOU WILL NEED TO
ADD THIS AS A SEPARATE DOCUMENT (E.G. A LETTER PREPARED BY THE HEI'S ADMISSIONS OFFICE) AS AN ATTACHMENT TO
THE ORIGINAL OFFER OF ADMISSION OR LETTER OF ACCEPTANCE. IN CASE YOUR OFFER WAS ISSUED PRIOR TO YOU RECEIVING
YOUR FINAL SCHOOL GRADES AND THE HEI DOES NOT RE-ISSUE ANOTHER LETTER AS PER THEIR POLICY, YOU WILL NEED TO
UPLOAD A 'PROOF OF ENROLLMENT', ISSUED BY THE HEI, AND DATED AFTER YOUR SCHOOL EXAMS AND YOU SHOULD ADD THIS
TO THE LETTER OF ACCEPTANCE AND CONVERT IT TO ONE PDF-FILE (THAT YOU WILL UPLOAD). YOU MAY ALSO BE REQUESTED
TO SIGN A CONSENT FORM ALLOWING THE MINISTRY TO OBTAIN INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR ADMISSIONS STATUS. IF YOU
SUBMIT AN INCOMPLETE APPLICATION, THE DES SCHOLARSHIP SCREENING COMMITTEE RESERVES THE RIGHT TO EXCLUDE YOU
FROM THE DES COMPETITIVE SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION PROCEDURES.
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KEY DEFINITIONS AND COMMONLY USED ABBREVIATIONS USED IN THE ENGLISH VERSION OF

v

v

THIS BOOKLET - IN ALPHABETICAL ORDER:

AY = ACADEMIC YEAR - DES RECIPIENTS ARE EXPECTED TO START WITH THEIR UNDERGRADUATE DEGREE
STUDIES IN THE AY 2021/22 - EITHER IN THE FIRST (2021) OR SECOND SEMESTER (2022).

BRIDGE (OR BRIDGING) PROGRAMME = A COURSE DESIGNED BY UNIVERSITIES AND/OR THEIR PARTNERS
(E.G. INTERNATIONAL YEAR ONE) FOR STUDENTS WHO ARE USUALLY FLUENT IN THE LANGUAGE USED AS MEDIUM
OF INSTRUCTION AND WHO HAVE GOOD MARKS BUT THEIR SCHOOL CURRICULUM AS SUCH DID NOT PREPARE
THEM FOR DIRECT ENTRY INTO AN UNDERGRADUATE DEGREE COURSE. BRIDGING COURSES ARE NOT COVERED BY
THE DES. IF YOU HAVE BEEN ADVISED TO PURSUE A BRIDGE PROGRAMME, YOU SHOULD COMPETITIVELY APPLY
FOR THE OTHER TYPES OF SCHOLARSHIPS ONLY, NOT FOR THE DES.

CHANGE OF PREFERENCE PERIOD = PART OF THE ANNUAL HEAC SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION CYCLE
DURING WHICH SCHOLARSHIP APPLICANTS CAN MAKE CHANGES IN HOW THEY RANKED THEIR OPTIONS BASED
ON THEIR REAL SCHOOL RESULTS - HENCE, THIS PERIOD TAKES PLACE AFTER MOST SCHOOL RESULTS
(INCLUDING GED) HAVE BEEN RELEASED. THE EXACT DATES WILL BE ANNOUNCED BY THE HEAC (HEAC.GOV.OM).
YOU WILL NEED TO UPLOAD THE OFFER OF ADMISSION (AND SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS, IF APPLICABLE) BY THE
END OF THIS CHANGE OF PREFERENCE PERIOD IN ORDER TO BE EARMARKED AS A DES APPLICANT.
CONDITIONAL OFFER = USUALLY MEANS THE OFFER IS BASED ON YOUR PREDICTED SCHOOL RESULTS (AND

OTHER CRITERIA SET BY HEIs). STUDENTS WHO DID NOT YET RECEIVE THEIR FINAL SCHOOL GRADES BEFORE THE
END OF THE HEAC’S CHANGE OF PREFERENCE PERIOD MAY HAVE TO FIRST UPLOAD A CONDITIONAL LETTER OF
ACCEPTANCE INSTEAD.

DES = DIRECT ENTRY SCHOLARSHIP

DG OF SCHOLARSHIPS = DIRECTORATE-GENERAL FOR SCHOLARSHIPS (THE EXTERNAL UG SCHOLARSHIPS
DEPARTMENT, WHICH ADMINISTERS THE DES, IS PART OF THIS DIRECTORATE)

HEAC = HIGHER EDUCATION ADMISSIONS CENTER WHICH MANAGES THE ELECTRONIC SYSTEM THAT SCREENS
AND SELECTS SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS AND PUBLISHES A STUDENT GUIDE WITH INFORMATION ABOUT ALL
SCHOLARSHIPS, SEATS AND GRANTS. DES APPLICANTS HAVE TO APPLY THROUGH THEIR PORTAL.

HEI = HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTION - NOT ALL ‘UNIVERSITIES” REFER TO THEMSELVES AS

‘UNIVERSITIES’ (E.G. TAKE THE MANY INSTITUTES OF TECHNOLOGY IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA ETC)
LOA = LETTER OF ACCEPTANCE, ALSO REFERRED TO AS ‘OFFER OF ADMISSION’ OR ‘OFFER LETTER’ THIS MAY
DIFFER FROM ONE HEI TO ANOTHER.

MOE = MINISTRY OF EDUCATION IN THE SULTANATE OF OMAN

MoHERI = MINISTRY OF HIGHER EDUCATION, SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH & INNOVATION IN THE SULTANATE OF
OMAN

PENDED OFFER = WHEN A VERY COMPETITIVE/REPUTED HEI ‘WAITLISTS’ (=PEND) THE APPLICATION
SUBMITTED BY QUALIFIED STUDENTS UNTIL THEY RECEIVE THE FINAL SCHOOL GRADES FROM ALL
INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS (WHO APPLIED TO THE SAME UNIVERSITY) AS NOT ALL EXAM RESULTS ARE
RELEASED ON THE SAME DATE - THIS ALSO MAY MEAN THAT YOU ARE NOT ABLE TO TIMELY UPLOAD AN
UNCONDITIONAL OFFER AND WILL HAVE TO UPLOAD A CONDITIONAL OFFER AND PROOF THAT YOU HAVE BEEN
WAITLISTED INSTEAD (BY THE END OF THE HEAC’S CHANGE OF PREFERENCE PERIOD).

PRE-SESSIONAL = THIS MEANS A LANGUAGE COURSE* OR FOUNDATION PATHWAY - DES IS THE ONLY TYPE

OF EXTERNAL UNDERGRADUATE SCHOLARSHIP THAT DOES NOT COVER PRE-SESSIONAL COURSES. IF YOU HAVE
BEEN ADVISED TO PURSUE A PRE-SESSIONAL COURSE, YOU SHOULD COMPETITIVELY APPLY FOR THE OTHER
TYPES OF SCHOLARSHIPS ONLY, NOT FOR THE DES.

UG DEGREE = UNDERGRADUATE DEGREE - THE DES COVERS UG DEGREES ONLY, UNLESS OTHERWISE SPECIFIED
IN DUE COURSE.

UNCONDITIONAL OFFER = MEANS YOU HAVE MET ALL THE ACADEMIC CONDITIONS SET BY THE HEI TO
WHICH YOU MADE AN APPLICATION.
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